
The REEF Process

• Come to REEF Fish/Invertebrate ID class

• Optional, but highly recommended REEF survey kit ($25)
» includes 1-year membership to SDOF

• Conduct surveys

• Record data online



You will learn how to…

• Complete a “roving diver” survey

• Conduct underwater observations
•

• Properly record & submit data

• Identify many fish species important to San Diego



The Roving Diver Method

– Actively seek out marine life during your dive

– Record species and relative abundance

– Keep survey under a 300 ft (100 m) radius

• Observe open water species while descending 

• Near the bottom - slowly search for fish 

• Keep a rough count of the number of each species you see

• Record only positively identified species!

Ranking: 

Single = 1; Few = 2-10; Many = 11-100; Abundant = 100 + or ‘Present’

Go diving … and don’t forget your survey slate!



Survey Type

Species and Abundance

» Provides picture of population fluctuations

* Submit one survey per dive

Ranking: 

Single = 1

Few = 2-10

Many = 11-100

Abundant = 100 +

Present (no estimate required)



Don’t stress … this is FUN!

• Surveying should be an enjoyable addition to your dive

• Don’t get frustrated!

• The more you dive, the more fish you’ll be able to identify

EVERY BIT HELPS!



What’s THAT?!

» Don’t count it!

» Sketch a picture on your slate

» Check your reference card after the dive 

» Don’t guess or try to “fit” it into an existing category

If you can’t POSITIVELY identify a fish



Entering Data Online

• Go to www.reef.org

• Under “Database” click “Submit Data Online”

(For your first time logging on, click “New Member” and 
complete the registration form)

» NOTE: Your SDOF member number 

and REEF numbers are DIFFERENT

• Log into the REEF database

http://www.reef.org/


• Enter your
5-digit REEF number

• Enter your last name



Verify ‘Member 
Demographics’ 

and click ‘NEXT’…



• Survey Type California

• Date

• Dive Start

• Geographic Zone Code

» Search within box to 
the left

» Look it up 
beforehand under 

“Database –
Geographic 

Zone Codes”



• Navigational     
Coordinates 

(if known)

• Temperature

• Bottom time

• Visibility

• Average Depth

• Current

• Habitat 



• Indicate abundance for 
each species sighted

- Single (1)

- Few (2-10)

- Many (11-100)

- Abundant (101+)

• Choose category on left 
or scroll down page



Optional:
Add additional 
species not on 
master list

(fish only)



Error checking
feature  let’s you

know if
something may
be misidentified

»  Only record 
POSITIVELY 

identified 
species!



Summary page
lets you check 

entries…

- Submit


